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THE MEXICAN LODRDES
Many Wonderful Cures Effected
by Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Pilgrims Flock to the Shrine by
Thousands — Pleturesgue  Secenes
Arouund the Handsome Chapel,

The Strange Legend of the Well

The (“hurch of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, near the Cluy of Mexico, is onse of
the handsomest edifces of its Kind in
the world, It i= the shrine of Mexico’s
national salnt, and bhas obtained o local
for mirnculeus eures almest
fame of the ancient church
Franee, and the shrife of
in Quebwe, Can-

celebrity
equal to
at Lourdes,
Ste. Anne de Beaupre,
ada.

Travel-stalned. worn, and
more than 1,000 people last week toiled
evan church

weary,

up the steep hill to the Mes
on one of the frequent plgrimuges af
which the shrine Is the pblect, At thedr
head, followed by his priests and aco-
lytes, all chanting the prayers of the
Church, was the Bishop of Zuacatecas
Behind Wm came the long procession.

There were some there who were falr-
1y well-dressed, and well-to-do, but by
far the greater part were men and wo-
men who hud used their last “centave'
and sold thewr few personal effects in
order to pay the railroad fare thither.
How they would get home they did not
Know—walk and beg as they went, they
thought—but they were happy In hav-
tng seen the miracolops tima, and in
having prayed before Its shrine. The
sight of the wonderful_cloth and its
marvelous pleture more than atoned
for the privations, past and o come,
that the long trip entailed.

To the Mexiean “peon” n pilgrimage
to the shrine of the nition's saint Is as
much @ duty as It ig for the Mohsnune-
dan to vizit Mecen. The pllgrimage last
week was the first of the new century,
and was planned by the Bishop of Za-
catecns monthe ago, A long time for
preparation was needed, for when men
work for the eqguivalent of 12 cents a
day, American money, it tikes a long
time to save up envugh to pay railroad
fares for a trip of hundreds of miles.

The church on the hill was far too
small to hold ull the pllgrims at one
tinte, and while thase who could not
gain admittunce to the church were
waiting thelr turn, they visited the
Chapel of the Well, and prayed before
the scores of votive shrines which are
everywhere on the hill, and wkich al-
most line the maln approxch to the
church.

But the place that attracted most of
the visitors was the Chapel of the Well,
There they hastened to drink of the
miraculous wiuters of the spring which
rame from the rock at the spot where
the Viicgin first appeared to the poor In-
dian. To the mortal who is disinclined
to belleve In miracles this water Is any-
thing but pleasant. It is brackish,
sirong with scda, and just warm
enough to emphasize its unpleasunt
qualities,

The story of thi=s national shrine of
Mexico is no imnore strange than the be-
Itef which the Mexican peon has In ev-
ery miracle that It ia sald to have per-
forme<d s frm. According to the wc-
counts, the Llind have been made to
see, the fame to walk, and the deaf to
hear. These cures are uattested by the
canes amd corutches which have been
Jeft behind by thess miraculously cured
eripples, and by the offerings and in-
gcriptions which have Dbéen placed in
the chapel by those who could afford
to piy for a record of thelr cure. And
yet, at the door of the cathedral and at
every shrine on the hill will be umnid
eripples who drag  themeelves wiy
ahout and beg for wlme Perhups they
have no desire to be cured, and are bet-
ter satisfied to subsist on the charity of
the many pllgrims,

The legend on which has been built
thig devout belief has been investigat-
ed and gpproved & true by the Church
ot Rome, and it has sived the official
sanction of the Congress of the Mexi-
can Governmn t. According to the
story, Juan 1» y, An Indlin convert,
wis on hls way to hear service which
was being held by the Francisoan
fathers. It was the momning of Decem-
ber 8, I, To reach the church from
his home at Tolpetine he had to pass
the hill of Tepeyac. That morning as
he approached the eastern side of the
hill he heard musle which pounded to
him like a chorus of birds, He stopped
to Hsten, and as he did so he saw a
cloud of all the colors of the ralnbow,
and In the midst of it a beautiful lady.
Bhe calied to him and be bowed before
her. Then she said:

“Rnow, my #on, that T am the Virgin
Mary, mother of the true God, My will
Is that n temple should be huflt on this
spot, where you &nd all your race will
slwnys be able to find me and seek my
ald in your treubles. Go to the Blshop
and in -my name tell what you have
aen and heard Tell him, Loo, that jt
is my wish that & church be built here,
and for deing this you will be rcpald
with many gra

Juan hurried with his story to the
Bishop, but found litle attentlon pald
to whlat he gaid. Then he started home,
bot st the same spot again sayy the Vir.
gin. He told her of the ill-success of
his errand, and she replied that he must
not be downhearted, but repest  her
message to the Bishop on the follow-
ing duy.

The next day was Sunday, and sfter
hearing mass Jusn found the Bishop
This tlme e wax told that i€ he saw the
beautiful lady again he was to aak for
& sign. When he left the house the
Bisbop told some of his gervants to fol-
low the indian. They did so, but when
he reached the LIl he dissppeared, and
the servants, unable to see him, réeport-
od that he was an Impostor

zut while Juan was invigible to the
pErvants, sation
with the Virgin. He told ber that the
Bishop bud required a sign, ond
promised him that on the next morn-
Ing she would give kim one. But Junn
did not come back In the morning, At
home Iy found his uncle sick, and he
semaingd with him two dayda.  Then,
on the 123th of December, he started to
E9 to confesslon, end again passed the
hill of Tepeync. Huat he was afrald of
being reprosched by the ludy for not
having done as she told him, and so he
avoided the gpol where he had seen her,

This dld not avall him, for at tha
#pot where the Chapel of the Welf now
stands she appeared to him, She did
pot reproach him, but told him to ellmb
to the top of the hill and il his wima,
or coarse cloth clonk, with the roses
he would fird growing there. Juan knew
that the hill wos only a mass of rock,
and that no flowers grew on It, but he
-did ag bhe way told.

At the summit of the biil he found o

e .

he was agaln In conver:

she

great bush laden with roses, He gath-
ered them all, and, placing them in his
tilma, took them to the Bishop, When
he had told his story to the prelate, he
opened his tiima ta show the flowers,
The roses fell to the feor, and then it
wis seen that on the tilma was a ple-
ture of the Virgin as she hod ipperred
to the Indian, The Bishop fell an his
knees, and after some time in prayes,
took the tilma und placed It over his
private altar,

The Bishop—Zumarriga wag his name
—it once to work and built the
chapel, now Che cathedral, at the
of the hill. When it was comple
wonderful tilma was hung above
tir. There It has remalned ever sinee,
only being removed when gome of the
extensive alterntlons were being madeto
On the summit of the hill

gathered the miracu-

ithe

the place,
where Juen had

loug roses was bullt another chajpwel,
and still a third was erected .over the
well or sprirg which came from the

rocks and marked the place where the
Virgin had appeared to the Indian for
the fourth time.

Accepted by the local clergy and im-
plicitly believed In by the people, the
attention of the Pope was called to the
miracke. In 1663 it was recognized, and
in 1554, it was fully sanctioned and con-
firmed by a Papal bull. Before thut, in
1736, after the image of the Virgin and
the picture on the tilma were belleved
to have done away with the pestilence
which was raging, the Virgin of Guad-
dlupe had been solemnly elected by the
Church and people as thsir patroness
Hidnlgo, too, teok a pleture of this Vie-
gin for his banner when he began the
war for independence, and she accord-
ingly became the protectress of the rev-
wvlution.

In 1¥22 Iturbide, then Emperor, cre-
ated an Order of the Virgin of Guada-
lupe as his highest decoration, and af-
terward Felix Fernandez, the first Pres-
jdent, chonged hls name to Guadalupe
Vietorin., Later, in 1824, Congress de-
creed the 12th of December to be a na-
tional hollday.

The church of Guadalupe i= now one
of the handsomest in the world, 8o ex-
perts declare, 80 much money has there
been gpent upon it But it Is in the til-
ma Itself that the interest centres. And
this vld Indian garment is certainly a
marvel, It is the same kind of half
ponche, half blanket, that s worn by
the Indians today. It is of the rough-
est material, coarsely woven, with Ir-
regulay meshes. On this the picture
appears, showing exactly alike on euch
side of the cloth, Artists and sclentific
men of high standing have examined it
and have testified under oath that it I=
of no known style of art and that there
i no other pleture jn the world which
has the snme charscteristics.  On differ-
ent parts of the canvas are to be found
four different kinds of painting, while
the gllding seems to be rather woven
inte the garment than painted upon it

But, perhaps, most marvelous of all
i# the remarksble preservatlon of the
tilma and the plcture vpon i, No at-
tempt has ever been made to clean it
and yot it Is a= fresh as though It was
new and not almost 400 years old. And
during those four centuries it has been
exposed without any covenng to the
emoke of censers and candles and to
the damp air of the church, which, fill-
ed with saltpetre, corrodes the most
solid substances and has rotted away
heavy altar hangings of the finest silk.
These hve to be replaced every few
yeils, but the strange tilma remilns
fresh and sirong In the midst of all

Ty describe the beautly of the church
which has besn prected as g home for
this marvel would be practically an lm-

possible task. ‘The statues and the
paintings have been executed by the
finest artists who could be found in Eu-

rope, Artlsts were brought from France
to paint the frescoes®on the walls, and
bundreds of thousands of dollars huve
been spent on the smaller detalls alone.

An lded of the money which has been
expended and of the richness of the
decorntions may be obiained from the
crown which hangs in front of the tilma
and just above the head of the painted
Virgin. This was muanufactured In
Parie, Theé rim at the base represents
the twenty-two Bishopries of Mexico,
each one being deslgnnted Ly a shield
of solid gold. Above comes a clrcle of
of angeis lssuing from roses. Belween
the angels, and supported by them, are
=ix ghlelds for the six Archuishoprics of
Mexico.

At the top Is an enameled globe, on
which Mexico s symbolically shown
Above this is the Mexican eagle, grasp-
ing the globe with one talon, while with
the other he holds aloft & diamond
cross. At the top of the crosg Is a ring
by which a goiden cherub holds the
crown above the pleture, The entire
crown s of solid guld and weighs muny
pounds. All the shields are surrounded
with dlamonds, ind in the breast of
edch angel i= o huge ruby. Almost the
entire remainder of the surface is cov-
erwd with pphires and emeralds.

But to all this wealth in the church
the poar pllgrim pecns pald little ot-
tention. A realization of it was beyond
their simple minds, What they cume to
=c and whiat they bowed and prayed
hefore wits the pleture of the Virgin on
the tilma. Once they had performed
that duty they were happy, even though
they should have to beg thelr way
home.

A EUTTON BLUNDER.

English War Oflce Spends
and Gets Nothing.
itury man-milliners of Pall Mall

$5,000

made a little mistake over but-

tons

Only buttons, but It might just as well
have been g

When the Eing ascended the throne
some one discovered that it was neces-
sary to clicnge the buttons of the British
Army.

Thepe Happened to be n Iitle war in

South Afriea at the time—und there (¢ sl

—but jt paled st onod | thingndse
e this gue 1}
r weeks the clerks of ae rt-
ments  spent thelr spart tim 1]

lunch and 4 o'¢lock in feverish

Notex had to be written copled, e
e, tied up with red tape, ood filed, Pour.
parlers wers oxchanged between depurt-
mentn

Men who eould not be stirred by mere
battles found thelr velns tingling with ex-
et over butrons

Several Inventors of new and Ingenlous
bittons caleulated to strike terror inte the
hearie of the King's onemles were chased
down Pall Mall, and other thing= were
dong to prove that the Waor Office really
had this great guestion In hand.

At last o truce hetwoen contending de-
partments, each apnxiour 1o prove s ef-
liclenoy snd abliity in this momentuous
matler, wag arrived at. One nmion was
chosen und sent to the King, who at once
signifled his approval.

Agign the grent machine moved, Orders
were sent to manufacturers and by thou-
eands the betton begoan to return to the
urmy clothing people at Pimlleo,

But, aias! n mistake had been made,
Afier all the button, uver which srong
meén htd fought and wept, was not sent
to the makors.

By & “rvegrettable accident™ a wrong
I‘"ﬂi‘l‘l found Its way to Sheffield and
£1.000 worth were made before the mis-
tnke was discovered.

Business men might have found a use
tor those buttons, but FPall Mall, with fts
truly paternal regard for the jeast im-
portunt detalls of Tomriy's equipment,
sent them anll stralght back to the melting
pot.—London Expresa

SOME STRANGE ANTMALS

Large Number of Creatures With-
out Either Race or Family.

The KWinkajou, Aye-Aye, Colugo, and

Tarsicr Are Weird Beasts—Some
Structural Puazzles in Zoology—
Specimens Which Defy Nature,

In the not very long list of the living
races of animals are & pet inconsjder-
able number of instances of crentures
not eonforming to any other race or
family. They ure not “links,” and often
not like anything else Ip creation. Ac-
clidentsl evidence of this detachment
and  nonconformiity Is  forthoeoming
whenever old and new natural histories
are compared. The generanl arrange-
ment of the orders: and families corre-
sponds, but these nondeseript detached
crentures are constantly  shifted or
“muved on” (o some other position
deemed more in keeping with recent
discoveries as to thelr anatomy, or more
rarely, their habits. Some of these ani-
mils are so beavtiful and interesting in
themselves that were it not for the
form of ebligation which the doctrine
of evolution hag lald upon students of
nature to find a partieular place In the
gchedule of Hife and a pigeonhole in
the bureau of creation for each individ-
uil creature, we might well be content
to regard them as equisite and highly
specialized beings whose very existénce
is evidence of the perfection to which
nature can bring a single and isolated
cretion with, as it were, no practice
beforehnnd, no “'studies” prior to mak-
Ing the single masternlece, and no
gridual approaches to the final and
conclusive product. The nondescript
creatures are, owing to the operntion of
causes not yet perfectly understood,
always scarce in numbers, and difficult
to sec or catcl; when they are caught,
they are geldom brought to England,
and when they arrive, have such un-
couth native names that they attract
little attention, S

The kinkajou is nmong the most at-
tractive of any of the detnched cres-
tiong, but to most minds it only repre-
sents 4 name in natural history books.
Two of these animals are in the collec-
tion of the Zoological Soclety at the
present moment, and were It not for
their polite but dreamy disinclination
te do more thian oblige visltors by let-
ting themselves be handied during the
day, much might be ledrned of thelr
habits. It is only at night that they
digpiny the full chiarms of thelr disposi-
tion and accomplishments; but even
seen by daylight they ure obviously al-
most the most desirable of possible pets
which the world containg, To describe
a creature g0 unlike any other I8 neces-
sarlly no easy task, but the tamest of
these kinkajous Is 50 serenely confident
that man s & friend, If not a brother
kinkajou, that it afords every facliity
for making a careful lnspectlon of its
beouties. It is covered from Its head to
the tip of Its very long tail with close
fur as soft as moss, with texture like
plush, and tints varying from olive
brown on the back to “old gold” under
its arms, storsach, and the lower or
flattened side of its tail. Its legs and
shoulders are soft and rounded, rather
short, and exquigitely furred, Its hands
ure beautifully made, plump and soft,
like & baby's, with bare fingers and
palms. Hy preference it passes the tip
of itg tail arcund its visitor's hand, and
then slldes down its own tall, lowering
jtself by its hind-hands or feet. Then it
hangs at full length, still holding onio
fts tall by Its hind hands, which just
reach comfortably about an ineh and
a half from the base of the tall, and
gpreading its arms and lHttle fore hands
on either side as if it were guing to
make a specch, swings gently to and
fro, Occuasionully it puts out a very
lostg ribbon-like tongue und leks its
fingers, or a friend's fingers, or smool!
the fur on Its ear or eyebrow. It should
be said that its head Is short, its muzzie
somewhnt pointed, jts ears round and
upright, and Its eyes brown and
dreagmny, with the pupiis contracted to
a mere point, for thuugh not st drugged
in sleep as the lemors, it Is a night-
feeding creature.  Ita length is perbape
two and a half feer, and s home s in
the tropleal forests of Cential and
South America. Why It should hald on
to its tall as if the latter were n rope,
the end of which was nol connected
with its body, Is not obvious, nor is it
certndn how It obtaing its living, Its
little fingers are wehbed almost up to
the naulls, yet it lives In trees, and s
sald to thrust {ts long tengue into all
kinds of crevices and draw theuce the
inscocts and beetles hiding there. The
Spaniards in Mexico called it the
“honev bear,”” because it robs the wild
beew' nests and licks up the honey from
the comb. One kKept for seven yvears at
the “Zoo" would hold a plece of brend
and hutter in one hand, o bresk off
and eat bits with the other, ag it hung
in its favorite attitude, suspended by
its tall, end drew {n food through the
wires of itz cage with its tongue. At
alght it was full of play, activity, and
affection,

Three other “odd volumes' of the an-
imal world are generally found placed
more or less in juxtaposition In the list
of “wvarious” between the lemurs and
whatever family iz selected to follow
them, These are the ayve-nuye, the colu-
gu, and the tarsier, slrange names and
nger beasts, The first is » thickly
furred, slow-moving, long-talled, tree-
Hying beast, found in the most Inac-
cepsible  parts of Madugascar, Like
most other rare anlmals from  that

3

sin

| home of abpormal life, it was first de-

acribed by French naturalists  who
from the proximity of thelr colony ut
Heunlon always seem to have endesv-
ored to learn something of the strange
fauna of the great island near them, It
Ingquite unlike any other animal, hus no
“affinitles.”™ and theée most extraordi-
nary, welrd, and skeleton hands, 1In
addition to thelr belng twice too lurge
fur It body, Lthey are almosl floshless,
with very long, thin fingers, ‘i‘hese are
armed with claw-llke natls, One finger,
the central one, seems to have become
atrophled and withered, and all the
fingers are of different Jengths, HKe the
haplements In one of those Knlves
which hold every tocl from a corkscrew
to a toothpick. Apparently this *“job
lot” of fingers is employed much in the
same way, some o plck out fat grubs
from holes In the bamboo gtems, sone
to clean its fur, the fourth finger (the
largest and lupges:) to thrust ntwo any
molst food, ke rice, and pick It up, the
other two to keep e in its place. It alsa
drinks by dipping the longest finger
into liquid and sucking if. These pecu-
laritles by mno means exhaust the
“pointa” of the aye-aye. The name Is
wnld to be tuken from the exclamation
of surprise uttered by the natives (who

had never scen one) when M. Sonnerat
first discgvered it. In 1831 there was
anly one speclmen in Europe.

If the aye-aye is a structural puzzle,
the colugp i< equally difficult to place
in any order. It was first thought to be
a bat, for it hung like o bat from the
branches of trees in the Moluceas, Then
it was propounced to be n tiying squir-
rel, next a lemur, and now may fairly
be called w pondeseript. It Is as large
as a cat, g covered with soft, lemur-
like fur, Iml\hus a parachute, not only
between the forelegs and hindlegs, as
ti¥ing squirrels have, but also between
the hindlegs, ke a bat—"& strange and
perplexing animal,' ss an early natur-
alist pluintively remarked, The tarslel
Is not less so. “Spectrum’ = its name,
and its appearance is weird and fanias-
tle. It has a tail like a plece of foxtall
grass, hands and toes with nat discs
like a tree frog, enormous eyes, upright
eirs, and a woolly body, lts mere ap-
pearance scares the Javanese poasants
from their rice flelds in fear of the “evil
eve," though It appears to live mainly
an Jlunrdn and to be gulte harmless.

HATS OF THE MIGHTY.

History and Ancedoies About
Stovepipe and It Wearers,

Ever stuce & certain John Hetheringt.n
on January 15, 178, appeared In the
Strand wearing, 10 quote 4 NeWNpaAper re-
port of the period, upon his head “what
he ealled ® silk hat, a tall structure hay-
ing & shiny lustre and caleulated to
frighten timid people,” the top hat which,
10 quote the “Thunderer’ of the same
date, was ~destined to work a revolution
in headgear,” has been the headgear of
the mighty; and In the case of Joseph
Hume, the politieal reformer and finan-
cler, and some others, & mighty headgear.
Joseph Hume, says the “Globe,” in one
of Its chatty ‘Turnover, who, Wwhen
Member of Parliament for Middlesex, pro-
posed In 1834 a fixed duty on fmported
corn, apparentiy had the largest head of
any man famous in Epglish history, judg-
ing from some interesting statistics re-
specting  the headpleces of  celebrities
which were forwarded, together with a
traveling cap, by an admirer to Mr. Glad-
stone in 1867, His size In haty, indeed, was
815, or hidlf o size lurger than that of Dr,
Th . who ied Archbishap
Longley ut York, and of Daniel O'Caonnell,
whose head covering, which was on view
n few years ago at & meeting of the Coun-
ty Kildare Archaeological Boclety at
Nuas, measured eight and & half inches In
width and ten inches In Its longest diam-
eter, and was of sufMelent dimensions
completely to extl ish the chalrman of
the meeting as far as the chin when ' 'he
elected to try It on. Following Dauniel
O'Connell in the sizge of headgear comes
Dr. Thomas Chalmers, the eminent theo-
joglan and one of the few Britons who
have been eiectéd members of the French
Institute, and *following him W. ML
Thuckeruy, whe was s short head, In
spurting pariznee, In front of Mr, Glad-
stone, Chadles Dickens, and Robert Burns,
whose head wis never gruced by a tall
#llk hit, for the poet dled exactly six
months before the happening of the stir-
ring event that marked the occasion of
the birth of the tall hat

The painstaking correspondent of the
Grund Old Man did not conclude his sta-
tistical recérd of headpleces with Burns,
but extended It a0 far as 1o record the
fuct thut our King Edward VII requires a
No. 7 hend’ covering, his nephew of Ger-
many a hat bearing the mystic figures 674,
the lute Dénn Branley o 6% “tile,’”” and the
Duke of Cornwall and York a “topper’ of
the proportlons fepresented by the size @y
| —informution that the original reciplent
| found, as he mentioned when acknowledg-
| ing tho gift, “full of interest.’” Large as
| Bome of the=e mighty head coverings ap-
| pear, they would, i ploced side by slde
lwith & couple of straw hate mude In 189
nnd last veur at Luton, appear almost in-
:ainuirh.ml. In'the one case the crown of
the straw crection messured pbout twelve
| fnches high, and acress the brim the
measurement was six and o half feet] the
| hat, which required the services of three
|.-xpt-rlu-:1rﬂ] men 1o Mock and lron it, con-
| tuined no fewer than 20 yards of jumbo
pludt one loch wide, und the hat box In
which It traveled o Newcastle (Austrolia)
' measured seven feel square and was two
| frer deep. The second “sirnw™ was even
mrger, for It menxsured over seven feet
aeross the brim, twenty-one feet round
the brim, and three feet round the crown;
morvover, it contained 250 yands of dark
blue and white jumbo plait, and no fewer
thin four men of vast expéerience were oc-
cupded In its manufacture. Wear
the largest hat In the world, «
Linche, the great singer who, overcome
with emution, on tered tha rovil pres-
enes wearing a hat on his head and car-
rving one in his hand, could not have be-
come oblivious to its presence. 1t wiil be
recalled by some old playgoers that when
Queen Victorin, desirous perhupe of put-
ting the great basso of the century and
her old tutor ot his case, lmughingly re-
marked: “Monsleur Lablache, you have
got one bat too many,”” the singer wittily
and promptly replied: “FPordon, vour Maj-
esty, there are two hats too many for a
man who has lost his head.”

In the early days of the last century
the “topper” of the period was styled n
“eastor,'” a title that gave rise to the re-
tort uttered by the first Earon Chelmsford
when coming away from a reception with
Lord Cockburn and Sir Freder Pal-
lock. Baid Cockburn, Chicf Jos
can't find my castor.' “Then t
lock's,”  rejoined the lord chancellor.
When the century ¢losed M. Carolus Du-
run styled the unpopular but only head
covering worn by polite mide society in
town, “‘the inst word of the horribie,™
but, nutwithstanding the vituperations of
the nrtistic and the slang of the period,
the top hat continues on 1= career, unde-
terred by the hard things sald about It
The remson of thls les in the startling
faet that the “topper,” though most coasi-
Iy damaged, s one of the most Indestruct-
ible of things—a fact that ought Lo prove
consoling 10 those members of Parlia-
ment who, llke Bir F. Powell 1895, af
vr delivering & orushing peech,
erush thelr top hats by sitting on them,
or have them crushed by others.  This
wias the fdrtine of somo  unfortunate
wight a few séssions ago, the culprit b=
ing Lord Stanley, who, Inadvertently
pussing between the Spoaker nwnd  the
member nddressting Bim, was nssaibed
with such ‘shouts of “Order!” "Order!’”
thitt he hostily sat down, alns! on
maculate ok hht gracing the bench
his immediate ¥elnity.

Grantiong the flestractibllity of tall silk
Lotw if plafed i the hands of experiviced
fenovators and 'duly steamed dnd reahel-
Tneked, it miny be asked what becomes of
tuits thut are not trinspoartod (o
n of to Africa, to be prondly don-
the artlcss savage. The nialives

§ onxt of the

the

kel moan Aring n reno-
vitind =k mhat still wrapped In sl the
glors of the white tissue paper in which it
jeft 1tas native Bethnal Gredn, Whitechnp-
el or Barmondsey, the homes of tha ron-
ovators, The answer to this question
nl supplied, perhaps, in bated
th by many—they are collected It
" i, perhaps, Ineredible that any man
should enre to turn his house to & mu-
woum of “shocking bad ) .
done pong the less, ag ix « 3
startling prices that some famous hits
taln, such, for instance, as the sum
iy gold peld for the Mexlenn aombrera
prosented 0 Géneral Grant while Le was
in that country in 182, This now rests in
the National Museum ot Washington,
where, Il we remmeber rightl T
the headgenr worn by Presidont Lincoln
on the nlight of his pasaseingtion in Ford's
Theatre, and & considered tho finest spec-
imen of s kind extant. 1t doey not mst-
ter In what state of disrepair the hat may
be or the materlal out of which it was
rashigned, the collector is influenced in his
regard only by the degree of celebrity nt-
tained Ly the llrlﬂ-lll!l woenrer and the
uniquences nf his head coverings.

WwWhen Baron Christianl damaged the
nendgear of Prestdent Loubet at the Au-
resll racecourse a oW ¥oars ugo an enter-
priging Amerienn collector pramptly prof-
Fored o bid of $1¥ for the ruined hat, bt
only poeeived from the Presldent n smile
antd an cvadlve roply.—London Gazette,
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DD PROBLEMS IN CRIME.

Many Chaneces Given an Accused
Man to Go Free.

Opportunities Are Al With the
Crimluni—DiMcolties Encouniered
in Punishing Guilty Parties—0f.
fenders Often Escape Fenalties.

.

“The death of Superintendent Gaster,
who was for =0 many years prominent
umong the thief-catehers, recalls & rather
Interesting penologleal problem,” =akl a
bright young attorney who s connected
with the New Orleans bar, "amd when we
fact=z the wonder Is

come to welgh the
trut the nrms of the law are not {re-
quently palsied whon reached outl to

guther Iin the person who effonds the os-
tnbiistied rules of socléty, There are what
penological authorities have been pleased
to call the coefficients of Impunity, and,
while the term may be without meaning
to the laymun, there Is nevertheless be-
hind it a group of facts which mean much
when it comes to Lhe protection of life
and property, and to social safety gen-
erully. Rulés of conduct drafted with the
selemn sanction of Lthe social unlt, by the
supreme power of the State, may not be
violated with impunity without endanger-
ing the peacs and order of civilization.
The death of n man who has spent the
best years of his life in hunting and eatch-
ing eriminals calls attentlon afresh to the
various avenues of escape which our pres-
ent system offers the offender. Probably
the specialist will have a elearer under-
stunding of the fact than the common run
of men, and yet the facts need only to be
stuted to be understood. No doubt during
Chief Gaster's service as a thief-catcher
he could have recalled, when his own
record was closing, many instances where
noted and well-defined criminals had o2-
caped the punishment preseribed by the
luw for one reason and another.

“In the fir=t place the offender has a
chanee to escape detection after he has
committed his offence agalnst the law.
He seeks the durk plnces where no human
eye oun sce him. He tolls between the
suns, when the evellds of the honest arde
yreszed down In quiet repose, Thus the
first avenue of escape opens up to him,
and detection, In spite of the wise precau-
tion of modern police methods, becomes o
matter of chance. How much unrecovered
property was pilfered during Gaster's con-
nection with the New Orleans Police De-
vartment? How many houses have been
robhed where no clue was ever found to
the robbers? How many watches, coats,
umbrellas, and other like property have
been  purloined by the nimble-fingered
gentry with the nolseless tread? How
many robberles on the highway? How
many blood and hrain-bespattered blude-
eons are iving in the archives with their
sccrets #tlll unraveled? This = mercly
fliustrative, and no doubt the brave chief

|cilled many cases of criminals who had

| rest.

!;1 and dangerous offender.

who has just laid down his lfe after a
long and faithful service could have re-

operated so skillfully that they left no
trace that would lead to deteetion und ar-
The polut Is that the fanlt does not
He with the officluls, but rather lg it to
be found In the weakiess of a system.
But this Iz only one avenue out of many.
The police may be vigilant and they miy
apprehend the offender, and yet, accord-
ing to my way of viewing the matter, he
st1ll has a good chance to escape punish-
ment, and the percentage seems to be
agninst the State
“We wil assume that the offender is
arrested,” the luwyer continued, “and we
will still find & few things which seem to
militate nagainst the Commonwealth,
There are certain constitutional gusran-
Leos, and of course no man wonld dare at-
tack these fundimental safeguards; for
the person who Is merely necused of erime
I not necessarily & eriminnl.  Thers 4
the presumption of Inoocence which
stands a8 a silent witness for the accused
until It Is overcome by such a proponder-
ance of proof as to leave no reasonable
hyputhesls excepl ihat of gullt ‘This
means o give the accused the henelit of
the doctring of reasontble doubt. No gond
Inwyer, no humane citizen will attack rhis
principle. Yel we must remember that
thig very just principle tends to give the
mecused an advantage over the state. It
I8 4 great leverage in the hands of o skill-
ful pleader. It l= cusy to conjure with the
English Inngusge, and speclous pleas are
cusily rolled from an eolly tongue. So this
slient witness may sometimes be used to
cheat the State out of the State's desorts,
and may compass the ¢scape of a horden-
There are
uny examples of this sort. There is an-
other advantuge right on the threshold of
the trial, and the fact s found In the
numbor of peremplory challenges allowed
the accuser In the sclection of I.N-L-'_Jurs"
a number In most of the States far in ex-
cosd of the number allowed the Govern-
mient. Bo here we find another faect stand-
Ing out In our systenr of criminal proced-
ure which militites nguinst the State and
tends o Increase the possibilities of es-
cape so far us the eriminal la ¢oncernel.
“This opens up the pos=ibiiitles of pack-
ing the jury, a thing which too 0ften hap-
peng in some of the commearoiil eentres of
the country. The accused may or moy not
g0 on the stand, just nx he plenses. Ho
mpy  be heard himself, or by counsel,
or he may balk the State by sitting in
silence durieg the whole proveeding  In-
stances are not unkoown to the lawyers
who have a eriminnl pructice where this
has offercd an avenue of éscupe, We must
allow for errors in the Jury's finding,
errord thut mny be honest or dishonest:
we must allow for the errors that may
slip Innocently or corruptly fato the
charge of the law by the trial Judge: we
must figure, too, that the offender moy
escape before the committing magistrate,
for one reason or another, or that the
grand jury may fail to indlet, or that wit-
negEres may be corrupted, or that the full-
¢r or some other officer charged with the
keepime of the ofender e dammit some
error that will lead to the offender's ¢s-
cape. And so we see one averus after
another opening to thoe man who is ac-
cused of offending the laws of his coun-
try. These # present to my mind an
Intervsting sty , and while 1 do not ad-
vocate hirshness In the motter of hand-
Hrig orime and criminuls, there I5 a
chitnee it least for some slight lmprove-
menit In thi
1 nm only spac

system

iting about these mat-
ters)"”" the lnwyer mtinued, "and to my
mind it opens up an Interesting rield. The
police records are full of mysteries. There
are many ‘unknowns to be found seribbiled
actoss the pag of the complaint book
An unknown negrm’ or ‘an unknown man®
this and that amd the other, ‘An
unknown man' miay be found with his
skull cracked, desd in the stedet, dead at
the ceros«ing of & rallrond, or dead some-
where ‘An unknown man'
found Hooting In the river, with overy
evidence that he had been foually deult
with, but with no clue to the offender,
*An pnknown man’ may enter in the night
and rub, and steal, and commit & husdred
other olfences against the laws of the
country, o to the police geadguirters
in any of the large citles and sean the
records. Whant an awful arsny of bloody
mysteries one will find serawled neross
the yellowing phges

*All ¢ltles are alikke In this respoct. The
history of every pollee depurtment has
fts long and tedious chapters on the "un-
known' offender, the fellow who does his
deed well and leaves ho clue that would
lead to his detection and arrest. The con-
stant repetition of these things causes the
pollce in a way to become callous e
things which stir the soul of the ayerags
mun.  Really, the ‘unknown’ affegder is
the most numerous of his ilk, and this
proves the polnt which 1 had In mind, and
that the offender has  Just o shude the

il

elae, may Iwe

best of it when It comes te the modern
system of lawa. Up at police headquar-
teras I guess one could find many old
bludgeans, and plstols, and knives, and
other murderous things, and each could
tell a tale of t8 own If the truth were
known about It, and probably many of
them have accumulated during the more
than a quarter of & century that Dexter
8. Gaster was connected with the New
Orleans police department, in spite of his
vigilance and courage In hunting and
entehing eriminals. —New Orieians Times-
Demuorat.

ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION.

The HBritons Admit That Some of
Their Dinlecis Are Unintelligible.
During the lnst few days we huve pub-

lished a number of letters complaining of

prevalent errors in the pronunciation of

English. Our correspondents point out

that consonoants and vowels are constant-

Iy =o clipped and slurred over—not aiways

by uneducated persons—that their speech

i= elther unintelligible or very disagree-
able to listen to. These sins agalnst the
richest and, on the whole, the most de-
reriptive, If not the mast musienl, of mod-
ern janguages, are exceedingly offensive
to the sensitive eur, and are in an en-
tirely differont category from mere pro-
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PARLILMENT'S 0DD RULES,

How the British Commons Yuu-
ishes Breaches of Privileges,

The Homse Wiclds an Antoeratia
Amnthority Over All Subjecis—Nn.
merous Cases Preceding That of
the Londom Globe—Odd Methode,

In a demeeratle country where f(or
overy Injury theére In 4 legal remeds
there Is something strange and Incongra-
ous in the fact that the House of Cei-
mons—the very body which personificos
the liberties of the nation—can yeot 1o
virtue of that mysterious power know -
as Parllamentary privilege wield an au-
toeratic suthority uncontralled by [as
Privilege took {ts rise In the absolute . -
cessily that the highest acdhority in tus
kingdom should have power to uphobl it
own dignity and independence; Lu?
though the need is obviows, yet the injus-
tice of the same body belng at onee ac-
cuser and judgo has led In the past -
many strange conflicts, In which, by -
curious transformation, the House

vinclalisms, which are often hi feally
and philologleally Interesting, even when
they are harsh or uncouth. Local pro-
nunciutions are, deed, ulways with us
There was a Cokney dinlect, as readers
of “Pickwick™ will remember, three-guar-
ters of & century ago, though it differed
congldernbly frew  that now' in vogoe.
“Fut it down n we, My Lord,” huas ceased
to be appropriate, The elusive letter
which ls “whispered (n heaven and mut-
tered in hell” ls, perhaps, less generally
overlooked than once it was, but if the
modern Cofkney manages to avoid Sam
Weller's troubles with certain sounds, he
falla quite as constantly into others which
are distinctly more offensive. It Is Impos-

C hae appenared as the arbitrary
appressor, while Its opponents huve been
sufferers in the cause of fresdom.
Parliamentary annals furnish no more
curious example of this strange perver-
#lon of the accustomed order than ilne
case of the “Aylesbury Burgesses” in
1704. Ashley, s Burgess of Ayleabury,
brought an action agalnst the returning
officer for refusing his vote, and obta'ned
& verdict; the Court of Queen's Beuch,
however, decided that an “action did not
lie,” ny all matters pelating to elections
were under the direct control of the House
of Commons; but on appeal this decision
was reversed by the Londs, to the grvat
indignation of the Commons. Flve more

#ible to =ave one's ears from such
as “lydy" and “"Benk.™

The trouble, however, goes deeper than
this. Not only are vowels pronounced
wrongly, but consonants are droppoed, and
whole words slurred over. Soms corre-
spondents blame the teachers in the
schools, but, after all, their pronuncla-
tion, though on the whole much better
than that of the children, can hardly be
perfect, and, in any case, they huve to
struggle In & few hours of class time
aguinst the permanent Influence of home.
As the parents speak, =0 do the children,
except that they contract additional
foults from the lower educational plat-
form of the etreet. Children mare born
mimics, and, unfortunately, are more
prone to imitate the wrong than the right.
Even In the most refined houschold 1t is
difficult to prevent them copying the faul-
ty pronunciation of the servants, So sub-
tle Is the Influence of the ear thut even
ndults do not find It easy to keep quite
free from loeal intopation. Even peers,
bishops, and highly edocated dignitaries
sumetimes rotaln traces of the accent of
their natlve county; while that of Scot-
Innd and Ireland is yet more persistent,
The modern metnod of proncuncing Eng-
lish, even by the best stundards, no doubt
lays careless speakers peculinrly lable
to solech Our pr futlon has un-
questionably undergone serious changes
during the last two or three centuries;
and, whatever may onde have been the
case, English is now spoken upon a #ys-
tem entirely different from that of the
Continental tongues,

Most of the European languages give
the proper value Lo every sylluble, almost
to every lettery. Where so much of a
word 18 correctly silent, ignorance and
carclessuess are certaln to extend the
Huerty. Engllsh is by no means unmusic-
nl, when it Is treated according to Its de-
serts. 1t lacks, It is true, the melodious
swoetnes= of Russian, or what Charles V
iz reputed to have conslderéd the love-
making qualities of Ituiian; but, on the
other hand, it certainly s net a lan-
gutige In which to “swear nt horses.'" As
one of our correspondents justly remurks,
our cansonants no more get thelr due than
vowiela. People have long acquiescod in
multreating the latter: but of the two,
consonunts are the more important for
distinctness In  =peaking, as everyone
who has any familiarity with modern lan-
guages derived from Latin will admit. To
ellde ag much of a word ae possible f= not
merely to speak ladistinctly and ungrace-
fully, but to help that elipping process
which, It Is Ukely enough, was ot one thne
almost unknown In English peanunclation.
Some correspondents blame the clergy for
defective speceh, and not without justice,
to a great extent. But it is often more
difficult to understand the wornds used “in
choira and places where they sing” than
those which come from the pulpit of the
lectern, The truth is that all clusses of
soclety sin in this respect, chlefly, no
doulit, from sheer ¢arelessness gnd nabil-
ity to appreclate the difference between
graceful apeech und slurred sentences—
London Standard,

CITY OWNS VALUABLE MINE.

Payvs Muonieipnl Expenses and

Provides Improvements,

Not muny towns or ¢itles have a watoer
svstem which 1s a veritable gold mine,
but that Is the conditlon of Haker City.
About n year ago BaRer City issued bonds
tt the amount of §0,000 and cstablished
o gravity witer system 1o supply the city
from Elk Creck, ten miles away in the
mountidns. After the new system was
nearly completed ft was discovered this
summer thit the flow of water was not
sufficlent to meet the demands of the eity,
nnd the councll issued more bonds and
purchased the ceélebrated Auburn Ditch,
which brings a large supply of water
elght mibes from the city. The water is
excellent, there Is plenty of It, and It will
goon be connected with the main water
Eystem.

All thls is very well, but there is some-
thing distinetly peculiar about the new
water system of Baker Clty. The title to
the Auburn PMtch carries with it the title
to the celebrated Nelson placer mines, sit-
wated ¢lght or ten miles west of the elty,
und In seeuring the water the city also
wequired & gold mine, probably the first

It

ever owned by any municipaiity In the
Unlted Stutes  These mines have been
leased o the past, year by year, to péo-

ple who have tnken out good returns ev-
Thiz year the cwnérs have
Next year the éity
Itaelf or leaszs the

oy Bduson.
made 0 good elean-up.
can operate the mine
privilege to others,

It i= estimated by n mining man of ex-
perience that the Nelson placer mines
will puy a sufticient revenue to mevt all
the expenses of the city goversment of
taker City and affon] many lmprove-
ments now greatly meeded by this rapldly
growing Htte clty.  Fu the
rown is In urgent pesd of o Qoo sewernge
svdtem, electric street lghts, street pive-
metits and  systomatie street  sprinkling
during the dry monthe It i= olso  pro-
pieitd Lo erect in Baker City uext yoar a
perninnent minern! polace, to  he cun-
structed of gold and stlver vres pod to
contikin r large collection of the oreées
from every camp and mine In Enst-
ern Oregon, B0 arranged and exhibited
ns 1o anewer il questions a8 1o the min-
erdl resourves of the country. It would
shaw to u strapger the exact location and’
chnraetor of 41l the different Kinds of ore,
gold, silver, copper, coal. nickel, kaolin,
asphidltiom, wnd the location and deserip-
tlon of all the working mines aml pros-
peets,

It is believed that the rental or pro-
ereds from the Nelson plae which in
such pecullar mitner became the proper-
ty of Haker City, will run the ety uned
pay for these much desired Improvements,
and perhaps aid in wiping out the city's
indebtedness already  belug stedudlly  re-
Aueed under & cush busis system of gov-
crnment.—Spokany Spokesman,

instance,

Bur then ed actlon, and
were all committed to Newgate by the an-
gry Commons, while the Lords, malntain-
ing their novel character as defonders of
the oppressed, passed a defiant resolution
that the rights and freedom of Euglish-
men ought not to be subject to arbiirary
votes of the House of Commons. A pro-
rogation put an end o the dispute, leav-
Ing the constitutional question unsettied.

The reign of George Il snw several in-
teresting struggles on questions of privi-
lege, notably the conflict with the city
over the publication of the debates, in
which the celebrated Wilkes played =
prominent part. Twao printers noamed
Thompaon and Wheble were ordered to
attend at the bar of the House 10 an-wer
for the misrepresentation of cerain
speeches In thelr respective nmewspa-ra
Nelther, however, appeared. The acosen-
ger of the House went elght times {n ore
fternoon to Wheble's house, mmd  ea: i
time was told e had Just stepped out, by
wax confidently expected back soun. It in
n curious fact that though the House s
messenger may legally hreak open o dowr
to arrest a person he may not wait in the
house if the person Is absent for th pur-
pose of arresting him on his return. This
point was fAnally settled in 1992 whin Mr.
Howard obtained damages againe* the
Bergeant-at-Arms on this very sccount.

The irritatéd Commons addressed the
King, who & 1 a prock ! for the
apprehension of the offanders, but in the
meantime Colonel Onslow made a further
complalnt against six more printers, who
were accordingly all summonad o the
bar. The question was most flercely de-
bated: the House sat til 5 In the morn-
Ing, and twenty-three divisions were ta-
ken. The difficultivs In which the House
woild be Imvelved were cleariy polnted
out, Charles Jumes Fox pemarking: “You
nre like Glendover; you can call spirits
from the vasty deep, but the gquestion ls,
Wil the spirits come when you cull
them7""

The spirits, Indeed, proved very refrac-
tory. The messsnger atlempted to arress
one of the printers, Miller, who promptiy
guve him a charge for as=ault. He was
brought before the Lurd Mayor, Brass
Croshy, and Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver,
and committed o prisen on the ground
that he was not a peace officer;, and that
the warrant was not backsd by a cliy
muagistrate. The Lord Mayor, being or-
dered to attend in his place In the Houss
to answer for his viciatlon of privilege,
wiks accompanied there by an enthusias-
tie erowd, who hailed him us the “guanil-
ian of the clty’'s righi= and the nation's
liberties,” After days of debate, both the
AMayor and Alderman Oliver were eom-
mitted to the Tower. Wilkes, the prime
mover in the mizschief, was summoned to
appenr ot the bar on August 8 but the
Ministers, with more discretion than vai-
or, adjourned the House till the #th. Th
Mayur was only released by the prorogn-
tion, when the whole Common Counc
went In o procession of carrlages to the
Tower and fetched him away In triumji.,
while sulutes were fired by the City Ar-
tilery Company and at nlght all London
wis lllominated,

Among the striking cases of privilege in
more recent tmes, that of Sk Francia
Burdeit, who refvrred to the Hoose “n
part of cur [ellow-subjects collected to-
gether by means which it Is not necessary
1o describe,” aroused the grestest excite-
ment. Sir Francls barricaded himselr in
his house aguinst the Sergeant-ut-Arms,
who only forced hi= way In after a three
days” sioge, with the gssistunce of the
military, and discovered Sir Francis, with
& truly drumutic sense of the situation,
teuching his lictle boy the provisions of
Magna Chortia.  Sir Francis was commit-
ted to the Tower, and, though he brought
dctions against the Spenker and the Ser-
geant-nt-Arms, the courts decided In fa-
vor of the House of Commons

A conflict between the House and the

courts, however, arose In 187, when
Stockdale brought an action for libel

against Hansard, who pleaded the order
of the House in défence. The court re-
Jeeted the ples, whereon Stockdals wus
urdered by the Commons inte custody,
and on his bringing a fresh action agninst
Hansard, was sent, with his attorney, to
Noewgnte, W + be soluced his lmprison-
ment by bringing yet ancther uctlon. The
Commaons dbd not proceed 10 commit the
Judges of thée Court of Queen’s Bench (o
prizon, though (hey could huve found &
lent for de in_ the Stuant
andd the maitir was setiled by the
passing of an act of Parllament to mel
the difficulty

The lusg case of privilege in which of-

=0

fenders have been summoned o the bar
of the House occurresd In 2, whenn the
directors and monuger of the Cambrian

sred 10 attemd,-and were
gdlemnly admaonished by the Speaker for
thelr netion In dismissing of their
sorvints, John Hood, for giving evidence
before the Seledt Committes on the hours
of rallway servanis

In old daye offenders at the bar wers
compelled 1o recelve sentence on their
Roees;, but in 1551 Mr. Alesander Murmay
ohatinntely refused to adopt this husalliat-
ing posture, and though he was snt to
Newgnie for hls contumiey the prastice
wiE never agaln insisted on,

Apropos of the present case of privilego
it la ecurions to note that, though It i= a
breach of privilege ta churge members
with corruption In the transaction of their
Parlinmentary duties, it has been formal-
ly decided that it is no breach of privi-
lege to charge them with inciting to mur-
der In their private capacity. In I8 the
“Fimes'" remarked on the Inclusion of
Padizment of a “body of men whose po-
ltigal existence depends upon an organ-
fzed system of midnight mueder,” but the
passage belng quoted in the House, tha
Speaker decided that [t dkl not constl-
tute a breach of privilege, Truly, Parlia-
mentury privilege, us was remarked af
the outset, Is 4 strange and ineongruoug
thing!'—Lonion Chronicle.
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